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1. “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames but have not love, I gain nothing.”
1 Corinthians 13:1-4


What stands out to you from these verses?

If “love is a far more reliable measure of spirituality than our gifts or works or theological 


acuity,” how would you rate your spiritual health over the last week? (Lovelace, 18)  


How have you struggled to love God and keep him at the center of your life this week?


How have you struggled to move from self-preoccupation this week to love for others? 

2. Lovelace says that God’s “justice is always controlled and directed by his love.  He causes ‘all things to work together for good to those who love God’ (Rom. 8:28 NASB).  Even sorrow and tragedy are not ‘accidents,’ or meaningless evils.  They are strokes of discipline his love has designed to conform us more fully to the image of his Son (Phil. 3:10, Heb. 12:5-11). (Lovelace, 26).  

Do you ever struggle to believe that “all things” work together for good to those who love God?

How might the reality that God’s “justice is always controlled and directed by his love” be a great comfort to you?  How is this gospel or “good news”?

3. Pray specifically for one another – that God would renew our love for Him and our desire to 

know and follow Him in faith.  Pray also for an increased desire to read and meditate on the 

Scriptures that we might know the Lord more fully and desire to love, worship, and follow Him

more completely.  Finally, pray for an renewed love for others flowing directly from a renewed 

love for our God.
